
Quintard Taylor, PhD 
 
His works include In Search of the Racial Frontier: African    
Americans in the American West, 1528-1990, and Seeking El 
Dorado: African Americans in California. 

Susheel Bibbs, PhD 
 
Emmy-award winning TV executive producer, classical singer and 
accomplished actress, she is recognized internationally for her 
dramatic Chautauqua performance, Meet Mary Ellen Pleasant. 

James Loewen, PhD 
 
Lies My Teacher Told Me inspires teachers and students to 
challenge textbooks. He authored The Truth About Columbus 
and Lies Across America: What Our Historic Sites Get Wrong. 

Kristen Tegtmeier-Oertel, PhD 
 
A specialist on the Civil War, her research focuses on race and  
gender in the 19th century. She authored Bleeding Borders: 
Race, Gender and Violence in Pre-Civil War Kansas. 

Paul Finkelman, PhD 
 
Author of more than 20 books and over 100 scholarly articles, 
he is an expert in the law of slavery, constitutional law and 
was a chief expert witness in the Alabama Ten Commandments 
monument case. 

The National Park Service, National Underground Railroad 
Network to Freedom Program & its partners present 

2010 National Underground 
Railroad Conference 

JULY 28 ς 31 | Topeka, KS 

As the United States expanded westward, the Kansas Territory 
became a battleground, and the plight of the enslaved a dramatic 
chance to fight for freedom. Battleground for Freedom; The 
Underground Railroad on the Western Frontier will shed light on 
how the Underground Railroad in the West influenced the national 
struggle to abolish slavery. Participants will discover new 
connections to a larger national story with global significance. 
 

Diane Miller, National Manager | Network to Freedom Program 

Capitol Plaza Hotel 
1717 SW Topeka Blvd 

1-800-579-7937  
Rate Code: National UGR Conference 

Book your hotel reservations today 

CONFERENCE SPONSORS: National Underground Railroad 
Network to Freedom Program, National Park Service; National 
Park Foundation; African American Experience Fund; Kansas 
Humanities Council. CONFERENCE PARTNERS: Brown 
Foundation for Educational Equality, Excellence and Research; 
Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site; Kansas 
City Public Library; Kansas Historical Society; Kansas Network 
to Freedom; Organization of American Historians; Shawnee 
County Historical Society; Topeka & Shawnee County Public 
Library; Visit Topeka, Inc.; Washburn University of Topeka. 

ugrconference.org 
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Topeka, the Kansas capital and host 
city, was the southern terminus on 
the Jim Lane Trail to freedom in the 
North and Canada. We look forward 
to meeting YOU in July 2010! 

Welcome! 
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 Register here by mail or online at ugrconference.com 

Advance registration deadline: July 5, 2010 
Full registration includes Luncheons & Banquet 

REGISTRATION OPTIONS 
PAYABLE TO: 2010 National UGR Conference 

 Pre-conference Tour 
$40  Wednesday | July 28  
 Conference 
$165 Early-bird registrationτincludes banquet 
$195  Registration after July 5τincludes banquet 
$95  One-day registration includes Luncheon 
$45  Thursday evening Chautauqua Banquet 
$20  Friday evening Closing Reception 
 
 Post-conference Tours 
$50 Saturday | July 31 
$10 Sunday | August 1 
 

 TOTAL 

Ä 

Ä 
Ä 
Ä 
Ä 
Ä 

Ä 
Ä 

 

NAME 
 
ORGANIZATION 
 
STREET ADDRESS 
 
CITY / STATE / ZIP 
 
PHONE FAX  
 
EMAIL  

PAYMENT (Please circle one) 
CHECK       MONEY ORDER       VISA       MASTER CARD       AMERICAN EXPRESS       DISCOVER  
 
NAME OF CARDHOLDER 
 
CREDIT CARD #    EXPIRATION DATE 
 

SIGNATURE 

SEND TO: Kansas Network to Freedom | PO Box 67122 | Topeka KS 66667  
CONTACT INFORMATION (Please print clearly) 

& Clip, cut and send with payment 

SCHEDULE Tuesday τ Thursday SCHEDULE Friday τ Sunday 

TUES | JULY 27 Conference Kick-off Event  
7:00PM ς 8:45PM Showing at the Topeka & Shawnee County Public 
  Library (1515 SW 10th): Negroes to Hire, a film 
  exploring the history and legacy of the Missouri- 
  Kansas border slave trade. Meet directors Jimmy 
  Johnson, PhD, and Gary Jenkins, J.D. 

 
WED | JULY 28 Conference Tour #1 and Registration  
8:30PM ς 4:30PM The Frontier Battleground: Explore this prelude  
  to the Civil War heartland and tour Brown v.  
  Board of Education National Historic Site.  
10:00AM ς 4:00PM Exhibit Hall check-in 
 

2:00PM ς 5:30PM Conference registration  
6:00PM ς 8:00PM Opening Reception at the Kansas Historical Society, 
  6425 SW 6th Avenue 
 
THU | JULY 29 Conference Sessions and Keynoters  
7:30AM ς 5:30PM Exhibit/Vendor Hall and Book Store open  
8:00AM ς 12:00PM Conference registration  
8:00AM ς 9:00AM Continental breakfast in the Exhibit Hall  
9:00AM ς 10:00AM Opening convocation with Keynote address by  
  Quintard Taylor, PhD. Freedom's Frontier: Kansas 
  & the Idea of African American Liberty, 1856-1877  
10:15AM ς 11:45AM SESSION 1: African American Migration and 
  Settlement in Frontier Kansas 
  SESSION 2: Filming John Brown 
 
12:00PM ς 1:30PM Luncheon Keynote address by Paul Finkelman, PhD. 
 

1:45PM ς 3:15PM SESSION 3: The Immortal Ten: Villains or Heroes  
  in Service of Freedom 

  SESSION 4: Multiple Perspectives in Interpreting  
  the Underground Railroad 
 

3:30PM ς 5:00PM SESSION 5: Entwined: Iowa, Kansas, and Strategies for 
  Changing the Spread of Slavery 

  SESSION 6: Engaging Students in UGRR Research 
 

6:30PM ς 8:30PM Banquet & Chautauqua performance: Meet  
  Mary Pleasant by Susheel Bibbs, PhD 

FRI | JULY 30 Conference Sessions and Keynoters  
7:30AM ς 5:30PM Exhibit/Vendor Hall and Book Store open  
8:00AM ς 12:00PM Conference registration  
8:00AM ς 9:00AM Continental breakfast in the Exhibit Hall  
9:00AM ς 10:30AM SESSION 7: Freedom on the Plains: Growing 
  Radical Ideas in the Heartland 

  SESSION 8: Remembering John Brown: The Man, 
  the Myth, the Legend 
 

10:45AM ς 11:45AM Keynote address by Kristen Tegtmeier-Oertel, PhD. 
 

12:00PM ς 1:00PM Networking Luncheon with fellow conferees 
 

1:15PM ς 2:15PM Closing convocation with Keynote address by  
  James Loewen, PhD. The Most Important Era in  
  American History You Never Heard Of.  
 

2:30PM ς 4:00PM SESSION 9: Putting a Face on Freedom: African  
  American Involvement in the Underground Railroad 

  SESSION 10: The Battle of Black Jack: John Brown  
  Begins His War on Slavery 

6:00PMς 8:00PM Taste of Kansas Reception at Cedar Crest, 
  ǘƘŜ Yŀƴǎŀǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
 
SAT | JULY 31 Conference Tour #2  
9:00AM ς 4:30PM CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ .ƻǊŘŜǊ ϧ Y/ WŀȊȊΥ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘŜ hǊŜƎƻƴ  
  Trail, tour the lost town of Quindaro and visit the  
  American Jazz and Negro Leagues Baseball 
  museums. 

 
SUN | AUGUST 1 Post-conference Tour  
9:30AM ς 4:00PM West on the Lane Trail to Freedom: See and  
  touch freedom paths on the Tallgrass prairie. 

Schedule subject to adjustment 
 
Register using attached form or online at 
ugrconference.org 

http://lanetrail.com/ugr/toursAttractions.html#frontierbattleground
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/speaker-QuintardTaylor.html
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/speaker-QuintardTaylor.html#freedomsFrontier
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/speaker-QuintardTaylor.html#freedomsFrontier
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/speaker-PaulFinkelman.html
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/speaker-KristenOertel.html
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/speaker-JamesLoewen.html
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/speaker-QuintardTaylor.html#freedomsFrontier
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/speaker-QuintardTaylor.html#freedomsFrontier
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/toursAttractions.html#freedomborderkcjazz
http://lanetrail.com/ugr/toursAttractions.html#nativelandscape

